gg                               MARXIST MISCELLANY
CAUSE OF DISINTEGRATION
The surveyors who collected the statistics were also directed
to ascertain from the villages and the school teachers the reasons
for the drop in numher of students in each case. Owing to the
difficulty of collecting detailed and exact data on this point, only
the main factors which could he checked were noted.
Table 8 records the main causes of disintegration of education
in the villages surveyed.
TABLE 8e
Number and Proportion of villages in which there was dis-
integration of Education during 1943-44 and 1944-45, by the
main cause of disintegration.
Cause of disintegration of                 Villages          Percentage
education during 1943-44               concerned            of total
and 194445
(1)                                    (2)              .    (3)
Financial difficulty of students                 85                 37
Epidemic                             ..           ..43                 19
Scarcity of cloth, kerosene and books       38                 17
Students left studies to earn monef           14                  6
Death and emigration of students
from famine, flood and epidemic   ..   "    16                  7
Abolition of schools                                 23                 10
Scarcity of teachers                                   8                  3
Any other cause                  ..                      3                  1
Total                        ..           ..230               100
Col. {2} shows that out of 310 villages surveyed decline in
roll strength from 1939 to 1944 was observed in 230 villages. This
is 74% of the total. Col (3) shows that financial difficulty, the
first effect of the food crisis in 1943, mainly accounts for the dis-
integration. Next in order are the epidemic and scarcity of
cloth, kerosene, and books. It is noteworthy that in 6% of the
villages surveyed students had to leave studies to earn their live-
.*In many villages disintegration  of education was due to more
one lactoiv such as, financial difficulty of students and epidemic.
Such villages nave been considered under the primary factor to
the table presentable and not unduly lengthy.